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The Buckner Preserve is located on a peninsula in the southwestern corner of West Haven that is surrounded by New York 

State, bounded to the west and south by Lake Champlain and to the east by the Poultney River. This wild rice marsh is located 

along the southern and eastern edge of the peninsula.

The West Haven peninsula has 27 mapped natural community types, with dry oak-hickory-hophornbeam forests dominant on the uplands, and 

with large marsh and floodplain communities in the lowlands.
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There are approximately 280 acres of marsh complex occurring on the Vermont side of the Poultney River from The Elbow north to Reed 

Marshes. This complex includes Cattail Marsh, Deep Bulrush Marsh, and Wild Rice Marsh. It is difficult to map the boundaries of the 

individual natural communities that occur as a mosaic in deep marsh complexes like this. Some of the species occurring in this marsh complex 

include broad-leaved cattail (Typha latifolia), narrow-leaved cattail (Typha angustifolia), sweet flag (Acorus calamus), giant bur-reed 

(Sparganium eurycarpum), broad-leaved arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia), river bulrush (Scirpus fluviatilis), wild rice (Zizania aquatica), and 

buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis). The invasive exotic purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) is present in most of the marshes. The 

Element Occurrences for these natural communities should be combined with those on the New York side of the Poultney River . 
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